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Date

Purchasing Agent

UW-Madison Purchasing Services

21 N. Park St., Suite 6101

Madison, WI 53715-1218

Dear Purchasing Agent,

I request an exception to the rule regarding outside participation in RFP evaluation committees for my pending RFP XX-XXXX, “_________________”.

This is an extremely complicated piece of scientific instrumentation. The specifications in the RFP involve 48 distinct elements and tests unique to our area of research. Outside the UW Madison, there are only a handful of individuals in the state of Wisconsin qualified to review proposals against a significant subset of those specifications. There is no one with the expertise to balance all of them.

Most if not all of the people with expertise in this area outside UW Madison are employed by corporations in the same field as the likely vendors who might respond to this RFP, and as such would have a substantial conflict of interest in reviewing the proposals. There are individuals at other research institutions around the country that possess related expertise, but none of them are qualified to review all elements of this proposal. They also suffer a more subtle conflict of interest, since they compete for the same external research funds that will be funding our current purchase request.

If we select a less than qualified reviewer, it will either adversely affect the final purchase through inaccurate evaluation, or that person will be merely a rubber stamp for the better informed opinion of the UW Madison review committee members which seems pointless.

Our spending activity on this grant must conform to, among other things, the Code of Federal Regulations and we’re regularly reviewed by the federal government. Our intentions are fair and transparent and we don’t want this process to be tainted by an unqualified evaluator.

Sincerely,

Department Contact, PI
