Setting up an ODBC connection to the WISDM Database


These are the instructions for setting up an ODBC connection to the WISDM database. The instructions pertain to the Windows 2000 operating system.

Open the Data Sources Program


Navigate to the Data Sources program. Start -> Programs -> Administrative Tools -> Data Sources. If the Administrative Tools folder is not in your Programs then follow this navigation instead: Start -> Programs -> Settings -> Control Panel. Then double click the Administrative Tools folder. In this folder double click the Data Sources (ODBC) icon. This may be in a different location or named differently for other Windows operating systems.


Click on the System DSN tab. 
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Click on the add button and select the driver from the following screen
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If you do not have the Merant drivers, you may use a different ODBC driver.  Make sure the driver specifies an Oracle 8 database. Another option is the Microsoft ODBC for Oracle driver.
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Click on Finish

Fill in the following information on the next panel.
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In the “User Name” field enter your assigned WISDM logon ID. The rest of the fields can be entered as shown.

Click OK.


You will now be able to use ODBC to connect to the WISDM database.

Appendix A – TNS Names Entry

If the TNSNAMES.ORA file does not contain an entry for the WISDM database, add the following lines to the TNSNAMES.ORA file. If you are not sure how to update this on your computer, please contact your technical support person or department.

WISDM = 

  (DESCRIPTION = 

    (ADDRESS_LIST = 

        (ADDRESS = 

          (COMMUNITY = tcpcom.doit.wisc.edu)

          (PROTOCOL = TCP)

          (Host = wisdmdb.doit.wisc.edu)

          (Port = 1526)

        )

    )

    (CONNECT_DATA =

       (SID = SFMRT)

    )

  )

